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TELEFAX {ftl'7) e s d - e i i e 
TELE P H O N E < 5 I 7 ) 6SS-SS7e 

VIA FACSIMILE 

Dr, Leah H. Evison 
Remedial Project Manager 
Mail Code HS-6J 
u. S. EPA, Region v 
77 W. Jackson Boulevard 
Chicago, Illinois 60604 

Re: Greater Albion Alliarice 2000 
Municipal Water Fact-Finding Committee 
Albion-Sheridan Township Landfill 

Dear Dr. Evison: 

Thank you for the status report concerning the Albion-
Sheridan Township Landfill site which you furnished us last month 
at the request of Dr. Lawrence D. Taylor. 

As you asked, I enclose a copy of the section of the final 
draft of the report concerning the landfill Superfund site. We 
hope to complete the report in the next two or three days. 
Should you take exception to this presentation, or have other 
comment, please call as soon as possible. 

oni—-
DGM/ms 
end. 
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parcel found sxusli amounts of contamination. The Michigan DEQ" arid the EP.\ agree tliat it is a qualified 
candidtite for "browrifield" redevelopuent.'* 

The lower parcel, tt>e "Brooks Foiimdry lagoons," iia?- lixson nominated for the National Prioiities 
List/" Tliat woiJd qualify it for rcmixlial action and cleanup in the fcdftraJ Supci-fund prograxn. The 
shallow and Marshall sandstone aquifers are tliought to bo hytlrogoologicaUv intcrcoonocted in vho area 
Thus tlie deep aquifer is susceptible to contamination from tliij sit*!. The east branch of the Kalamazoo 
iRiver ia immediately soutli of the site. It flows through an ar.cient drainage channel which was created by 
glacial runoff in tlie Wisconsin glaciai age. Contaminants from the site liave been measured in tl\e nearby 
fiver. 

3.3.5 7Vic Sheridan-Albion Township Landfill SiteT^ .\ piivately Owned stato-pcrmitted, 
30-ncre landfill served the City of Albion and the surrounding townsliips from June 1966^ until 1981. It is 
about a half-mile east of Brooks Foundry on E. ELrie Read at the east county Lne. It ^-as managed as a 
"sanitary Ian<ilill,*' fo control rodene and other nuisances. Tlsere WEJS relatively little otlier manageineiit of 
materials and subttar»t«s dumped there. After the landfill closed in 1981, a transfer station was operated on 
a site immediately to the nortli until 1985. The site, one inil<? east of tlie dty limitSv is 1,000 feet west of 
Amberton Village a residential subdivision in Parma Township, find 1,200 feet north of the east branch of 
die Kalamazoo River. U is less than 2 rniles from the Clark Sti-eet well field. 

In the early 1970s t}ie lajidfill rewivt;d ai>prt>vrtl from tint; Michijsm DNR to fitx/:pt sludges desisribed 
as insoluble hydroxides and carbonates. Tests in 1984 and 1986 showed that the sludges contained high 
levels of cliromium, cadmium, lead, nickel, clJoride and cyanide. ITie deposits were estimated to be more 
then 6 feet thick and to occupy as much as 6,000 cubic yards. In 1986, 40 drums were found at the site. 
Many were leaking. They contained a varict)- of potentially flammable volatile organic conipo^inds, oil and 
grease wastes. 

1993, ciiod in Fnith&nVs <nenio.. 

^' RoFjionsiliiHty for Mioliigin environmentat programs Tiwi shified in 199.'5 (mm the Depsvlna^nt of Notural Resources to a new 
'^Dcpoitineilt of EnvirOtkiuentul QMtilitjr" (DEQ). DEQ is u a^rv ''principal dcpoitniGnt'* u'cutod administratively within tKe executive 
branch. Its director servee at the pleasure of the governor, Executive ordei' 1*40. 1995-18, July 31, 1995, effective October 1, 1995L 

*̂ A browilficld is cai ftbondoikcd industriai property -whei^ putentiikl eu-'iruAtuuntal contamination may be acting as an 
impediment to future redevelopment actiWties. Any redevelopment activities on snjch a parcel -jiti.it include investigattoo of the <oil 
undcrnGQth the building to determine if any contomuiatioa exists. PubUc Xzi No. 71 of 1975 .iniAjided tiie siMKi's Natural 
Resources and Environmental Protection Act (Chapter 324 of U»e Midbigaii Cort)iiil«<l Laws) -with meiUurcfi simtxi at "'reBtOriilj the 
eoonomic value oi sites of ftn>/irooaif.»>.rfl) conKwunatioSi.'' A itpoxt to fh« le^^^lftturc on tljtar effectiveness is due before June 5, 
1997, according to Section 20112a of the law. 

" I h e Coitipretieueive Enviromncntui RosponBC Cotnpensation, and Lisl>ility Act (CERCLA), known as Superfund, 'wa.<! enacted 
by CongrsEE in 1980 to respond to haiardouE ft-aste probleitij thdt. t»i»y poi»* H thr«a» to the eoavironiuent. The U. S. Enviruxuncntal 
Protection Age«Cy (EPA) administens the jirojrum. Remedial octions ore ttilccn when extensive work Ls rnpiired to clean up ft 3it^ 
Removal actions are b e ^ n in cases of imminent danger to the public and (he soviroilitiftul to bring ei situation under control by 
trtttbilizing or stopping the telcuse of hozurdcus substunocs. I'lic U. S. EPA onnsid&rn a variety of factor;! io choo«ing remedial or 
removal action. In Mi<;hijpn a Sdperfiuid site rdtnediatiOrt involves the EP/\, tht Fin>irontnciitaI J^csponsc Division of the Michigan 
Department of Environmental Quality (MDEQ), the Michigan Dc}«rtmeiit of Public He«llh (MDPH). l)i« CuvirOnineiitul Hcaltli 
Division of the Calhoim County Health Depai-tment, and nuuieron* COttSnUtii î  firtti» dwi lubomtorius under contract with those 
ajifeucies. 

™ This section i? IvMfxi jftuereJIy «o. two r<;ixin« pt*7^«red bv fi' W Engin'.x;riiip und Science for the U.S. EPA, Fuial Prexumptwc^ 
Ritk A/meJtitnient nf/Jie Shnridon-Albit/n Township Landfiit/Atbion, Michifitin, and Final Remedial Titvextigatinn Report of the 
Sheridan-Atbion Tow/tskip I.xirKiftU/Albion, Xficlugan, hoOn 1994, nml op n mern-ornndum to the committee, "Project Update-
November 1991/.' frotn Lcuh Evison, U.S. Enviroumencal Protection Agency, CliicsgOL 

^ /lUiton Ejivfiing ifr-cordur, "Old City Waste Yard Closinj; This Eveiiit.g.' Juoe 9, 1966. 
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Tlie site was designated a Superfund site by the EPA in 1989. The Midiigan DNR fenced part of 
tlie site to lirxiit public access.®'' A reniedia] investigation was made in 1992 and 1993.'^ E3q:>loratory 
excavations and 31 inoriitoring wells were used to assess the nature and scope of hazardous materials. A 
pltinie of contaminants was found, moving slowly to the southwest from the site in the shallow aquifer, and 
extendir^g about 600 feet honzonialfy. It contained ntuncrous organic and inorgaiiic contaminants at low 
levels. Thosft iiicliidcd, in one WBII, nrat̂ tni:. in «j((.sjss of prin.ifiry contaminant standards. Arsenic occurs 
naturally in the Marshall sandstone. In tliis case, acidic leachates from the landfill released it from diemical 
bonds in the rock and pcrniittcd it to migrate in ground watir, 

Meanwhile, tiie EPA was trying to identify the parties responsible (or tlie contanxination and 
cleantap. Althougli the landfill served tlie city and sun'ouiidii^g towjislupy, and most residents, businesses 

0 and industries in ihc area arc prestvncd to have sent inateri:sJs to it, the EPA has identified few "potentially 
d."' responsible parties," In October 1995 the ET-'V issued a "unilateral administrative order" to CooJX^̂  

j\( fî  '̂  Industries, Coming, Inc., Decker Manufacturing Corp. and tlvj Qt)' of Albion- It required litem to dt^sign 
' ^ v k r^ ' "̂*^ carry otit a cleanugofAe^^ie. Axftone them, only the City of Albion has said it does not intend to 

Y ^ l ^ K r wmply-'" : ^ ^ ^ ^ ! = ^ ^ ^ \ ^ ^ r ^ m S i ^ ^ € l ^ e Consultants, Livonia, to design tlie deanup and 
rf^%(S construction plan. "Pre-design" studies were done in late summer 1996.*" 'il^e schedule calls for 

"̂'̂ '̂  ^ preliminary design work t o b & ^ g ^ i e d in .laiiuary 1997 ajid for the find design to be approvftd in 
1997. Work is to begin'i'n^tme 1997, and completion is srJirsrltilftt̂  for early 1998. Tlie deeinup plan, on 
wliich tlie design TVIU be based was selecttd by EPA in 199P. .'^ Ir calls for tine removal of about 200 driuiis 
of waste still in the east-central pari: of tiio lanflfill. Tlie site v-ill be graded Jind some material may be moved 
in from the edges to consolidate the waste. The entire site will then be covered with 12 indies of sand to aid 
in gas collection. That will be ooverwd witli a flexible membane liner to stop infiltration of water into (he 
waste. The liner in lum will be covered with 18 indies of soil, six ijndjes of sand for drainage, and six indies 
of topsoil. The area will then be planted to native species.*^ (Jaaes generated by decomposing waste wU be 
collected and vented.**' The cleanup plan also calls for moni'rring of groui>dwater. Residential wells close to 

** Signs .=iate, "VarDing/Keep Out/Area Couturniuuiod »ith Industrial C;henij«=rl.'i;t '.3. EixvJronrueatal PrOte':tiou Agency.' Toll-
free teleplionc numbcrc f<jr information are ])rovided-

" W"W Enginocring and Science, Firml Remedied frwettigaiion Report of Ihc Albion-Sheridan TouriuJiip Land/VJ/Atbion, 
Michigan. Prepared for U.S. E P A Chicogo, 1994 (two vohimas]. 

" For a nutobcr of yenre of the landfiJl'a opwstion, (he City of Albion cxintracted for its availability at a municipal waste site, and 
there is a dispute now betwe«n the city ftnd EPA B£ to whether the city •waa "operator* of the sitci 

Including the iuEtuUution of more monitoring iveUs (two of wliicb urt: readily viable biiwefiii E. E^ie Road and the Conrail 
iDoinlinc pist wast of the site) coUectiDje grouridwatcr samples, identifying (be Ixiuiidiuieti of the -waste, ovaluoring gaij emissions, and 
studying revegetodon optionc A detoilod report is to be published in DA:«nil>cr 199<S. 

" In rtjachiiig (he dedsion, EP.\ held public iitformfniort mectin^fs und aocepted cominem an iut proposals, which were 
sucnmorizod in Proposed Plan/Alhif/n-Sfmridan Towruhip LatidfUl Sijpf'/ujid Site, EPA, Chicngo, 1994. The plan TVS* iutroduced 
at the beginning of line ooiuineut p^eriod at a public meeting 9t the Albion ?ublic Library October ."5, 1994. See Record of 
De<iiftOn, EPA:, 1 9 9 X , a copy of vAich is available at the library. 

* Prdiminury work inchided a study of reve^pctatioa. options It was co-ii'-liidfed that tlie benefits of using native species 
(itaproving «oil (piolity, reduced erosion, enhaocenient of native plant ooojnnu iiiti.es, pre»ervation of native plant gene pools and lese 
need for hwbicidiss Cuid mowing} outweigh thelowwiniljal cost of planting >p-ass. E\'iBon niwiio-

" Coniputtr cDodeling ^as used to pfodiet the vohime of gas lively to hv ([oncrated, and to evaluate the risk to those living in the 
i»r«i. It wtt^ dctcimined that the g<i.-!es wit) nieet air. standards without treniiiiftnt Evison cncoia 
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the landiiU sitc*^ and the Amberton ViUaĵ e wtdls will be tested (juarterly.** Other wells will be tcsttd 
annually, line plan reqtnrcs that cither recorded restrictions or local ordinances be used to prohibit die 
drilling of new wells dose to the landfill. If tlie area of arsenic-ojniaininatcd groundwater does not decrease 
in five years, treatment will be required. 

3.3.6 TTie Cooper Strevt-Dean Drive (Mclniosli P<irkJ ff'aste Yard Site. The dty opened a 
waste yard on the northwest side of town about 1952, It wes dosed .lune 9, 1966, because it was filled to 
copadty.*'' Mcintosh Park was built over tJie center of the sit^; neighborlioods on Dean Drive and Hoaglin 
Drive roughly define tlie perimeter. The site is about a mile from the BroVrTiswood wellAeld. A monitoring 
well was installed in 1992 in connection widi tlie Brownswood wellfield study.'" The wdl log noted 
pariidcs of gr«yish-brown broken glass and occasional piece; of rubbor und metal at depths between 5 feet 
and I7V2 feet." Analj-sis of a sample from the well showed verj- small amounts of three organic compounds 
above the ticiection limit"' The Michigan DI£Q recently re<;tJftsted monitoring daia from t})e city, 

3.3.7 The Harrington Scliool Dump Site. The city dump before 1952 was east of Clark 
Street and north of E. Erie Road. Harrington Elomeniarj- Sd lool (evened 1957) was built on the site, which 
is less tlian a mile from the Clark Street well fidd, The Albion Public Sdiools latisr oonstfucted a bus 
parking lot and servicing area ai the southeast corner of iho site. In cajly August 1991, a 12,000-gaIlon 
gasoline tank and a 6,000-gHllori diesel fuel tank were rernovcid because they were leaking.*^ After extensive 
excavation of contaminated soil, which included digging beneath R. l*!rie Road, the site was badcfilled in 
mid-October 1991 

'i-'-i.H Old Dump at IV, Erie Rc<id tuid 25'A- Mile Road. The committee has consistendy 
heard reports from lony-time resider>ts of a refuse dump in use decades ago--possibly after the Harrington 
Sdnool site'* aitd before the Mcintosh site—-just east of 25Ms Mile Road, and north of V7. p/ie Road. No 
d'XXunented evidence about the dump has been found. 

3.3.9 The Hayc„$-Albioii Corp. Site. A leaking underground storage tank sire on the 

" "[N)o sito-related contaminants were detected ixi any residealtial wclii during previous sampling." Eviiion memo. 

In 1991, two -MH\^ io the ties/by AjJibertOn Vilkige Eubdivisitm, whid: draw wafer l'T0»tl tbe Mar*h(lll sandstone, had shown no 
detec'.nble «0UtAt»inant«, ThOM wells ore tx>scd to n depth of 95 feet A ii;>nrt d>«tMK« to (he west, in the Orchard Knoll area, tT̂ 'o 
wclfe had been found oootamioated with dichloroethunc und trichloroethfire. Michigon Depannient of Ntitural Resources. 
HficJiigan Sites of Erwironmeraal CoiUainiiicilion/Pfiority LisliMct 307. J^ebruary 1990 far Fiscal Yeflrl991, Both soutoe of 
contnmlnntion and point of releAte ware listed «s "unknown.'" In. 1991 Hnti 199^. the City of Albion extended water mains eest to 
provide service to eight residences and a church io the affected area, on E IVIichigan Aveinie and Orchard KuoU in Sheridnn 
Township, uU at stato expense. 1992 ffmer Dapcrtrntni Annuut Report, p. 46. 

" Rocordcr, June 9, 1966. 

" Section 3.2.5.1. 

" Hull & .\Esociatcs, 1993, .\ppendlx A, log of wt̂ U .No, RWo. 

'" 1,56 inicregroms/'/ of viiiji chloride; 7.3fi n)icrc>grtuti?/'/ of tctrachlorcc^hcne, and 2.A0 t))icxO|SrT(Uiis,'/ vf cis^ 1,2-Dicholoroethene. 

^ Albion Reciirder. "School Boiird appoints Dobbert superintendent"' iTepf. i, 1991, p. 1. 

** Sec Sfctioa 3.3.7. 

** See Section 3.3.6. 
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